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Our Community Vision

“As Dampier moves into the future, it will retain its unique, safe and laidback 
coastal lifestyle. We the Dampier community will regain lost services, protect our 
environment and develop further facilities that will enhance our town and make it 
a more desirable destination for residents and visitors.”

Our Community Plan’s Purpose

Based on community engagement events and activities with Dampier residents, 
the Dampier Community Plan 2021-2025 has been developed as a roadmap to 
inform and educate our stakeholders and guide our community’s role in achieving 
key community goals.

The Dampier Community Association’s Role

The Dampier Community Association’s (DCA) purpose is to represent and promote 
the civic and social advancement of Dampier that sustains a quality of life and 
community pride for all residents. The DCA was incorporated as a non-profit 
organisation in 1977 and continues to be run by a volunteer committee, supported 
by paid staff. As well as its advocacy role, the DCA manages the Dampier Caravan 
Park and the Dampier Community Hub as social enterprises, with all profits going 
back to local community projects and services.

From 2019 to 2021 the DCA coordinated community engagement events and 
activities that informed the Dampier Community Plan 2021-2025, updating the 
previous Dampier Community Plan 2014-2019. The role of the DCA will again be 
fundamental to the Dampier Community Plan 2021-2025, with the DCA having key 
responsibilities either leading the activities to achieve the community identified 
priorities in the Plan or collaborating with, or advocating to, other key stakeholders, 
such as local and state government. Consequently it is important to ensure that 
avenues are established and maintained for DCA to remain informed about issues 
impacting Dampier, including: local businesses and organisations; children, young 
people and seniors; cultural heritage, natural environment and wildlife; and the 
status and viability of key community services and facilities.



Retain, regain and develop our services and facilities 
reflective of community need and economic 
opportunity.

Our Community Priorities
1. Regain lost services, such as a general practice 

doctor, postal agency and banking.
2. Support new community services to be established, 

such as allied health.
3. Upgrade the existing sporting facilities, such as 

Dampier Squash, Tennis and Sports Club or create 
a Windy Ridge sporting precinct that has broad, 
evidenced community and club support, adequate 
parking and maintains ocean views for residents 
and visitors.

4. Upgrade Dampier Bowling Club facilities, including 
formalised car parking and publicly accessible 
dining.

5. Develop Dampier Primary School’s facilities as 
demand requires.

services and facilities

Enhance and celebrate our unique foreshore and 
coastal lifestyle.

Our Community Priorities
1. Develop a marina.
2. Develop a fishing jetty.
3. Develop the Windy Ridge Beach node with 

playground, shade and seating amenities.
4. Continue and increase the replenishment of sand to 

more beach areas on the foreshore.
5. Develop public toilets, fish cleaning facilities, boat 

launching manoeuvring area, formalised car parking 
at Windy Ridge/Public Boat Ramp.

6. Develop water-based activities, such as tidal pool, 
floating swimming pontoons, jetty at 
shark cage beach for swimming, splash 
pad and inflatable adventure activities.

7. Develop a clubhouse and storage for the 
Surf Life Saving Club.

8. Continue to beautify the foreshore with 
additional tree plantings to create a shady 
footpath promenade from Hampton Oval 
to Windy Ridge.

9. Remove the wastewater treatment plant 
from the foreshore.

foreshore and coastal lifestyle

Develop our local economy and tourism opportunities 
that enable diverse opportunities for both residents and 
visitors.

Our Community Priorities
1. Upgrade the Dampier Shopping Centre and 

associated car parks to better support existing 
tenants and encourage new businesses to town 
through increased and diverse rental spaces, as well 
as improved public amenity and aesthetics of the 
Shopping Centre.

2. Upgrade the existing Dampier Caravan Park or 
relocate to a new location that has broad and 
evidenced community support.

3. Ensure any upgraded Dampier Caravan Park 
operates as a social enterprise with profits going 
back to community projects and has a maximum 
length of stay to ensure use by tourists and visitors, 
not FIFO workers.

4. Support sustainable tourism opportunities that 
respects, protects and promotes Aboriginal cultural 
heritage and the unique natural environment of 
Dampier town, Murujuga and the Archipelago.

5. Continue to provide community events which 
attract visitors to Dampier including, but not limited 
to, Beachside Markets, Sunset Movies and Art 
Awards.

local economy and tourism 

Provide our children, young people 
and seniors with access to services and 
opportunities that enhance their wellbeing 
and participation in society.

Our Community Priorities
1. Continue to create and support spaces 
and events for children, young people and 
seniors within the Dampier Community Hub.

2. Actively engage with City of Karratha and other 
agencies regarding increased events in Dampier 
and/or transport to Karratha based events for 
young people and seniors that are run by the City of 
Karratha and other agencies. Events and activities 
may include, but not limited to: Friday night youth 
sessions, arts and creative classes, swimming, 
sailing, raft building, water sports, volunteerism, 
leadership development, mentoring and mental 
health and well-being workshops.

3. Actively engage with City of Karratha and other 
agencies regarding facilities and services that will 
assist Dampier seniors to be supported to age-well 
while living in Dampier.

youth and seniors 

Protect and promote Aboriginal cultural heritage 
and the natural environment by ensuring they are 
celebrated and shared creatively but are respected and 
sustainable.

Our Community Priorities
1. Murujuga’s inscription to the World Heritage List 

so its unique cultural, spiritual and archaeological 
values are internationally recognised at the highest 
level.

2. Increased activities and initiatives that educate local 
residents and visitors about protecting Aboriginal 
cultural heritage, the natural environment and 
wildlife in Dampier town, Murujuga and the 
Dampier Archipelago.

3. Support sustainable tourism opportunities that 
respects, protects and promotes Aboriginal cultural 
heritage and the unique natural environment of 
Dampier, Murujuga and the Archipelago.

4. Increased community activities that reduce roaming 
domesticated dogs/cats, feral animals and dog 
waste on public walkways/beaches.

5. Increased community activities that promote 
recycling and reduces plastic waste and single use 
plastics in Dampier.

heritage and nature

Improve and beautify our town’s appearance.

Our Community Priorities
1. Tree planting along Central Avenue, Church Road 

and The Esplanade.
2. Improve street lighting.
3. Improve pedestrian (not vehicles) access and paths 

at the end of residential cul-de-sacs (crescents).
4. Establish a community garden.
5. Continue to install public art in key locations.
6. Establish community clean up days.

town’s appearance
Support and provide community projects and events 
which encourage community engagement, connection 
and strong community spirt.

Our Community Priorities
1. Continue to provide community events which 

provide an opportunity for Dampier residents to 
connect including, but not limited to, Beachside 
Markets, Sunset Movies, Art Awards and Citizen 
Awards.

2. Develop and/support other community events 
including, but not limited to, live bands, long table 
dinners, comedy nights, wine and cheese tastings 
and competitive events like sailing/raft building.

3. Continue to support community engagement 
events coordinated by City of Karratha and other 
organisations.

4. Mobilise volunteers and educate volunteer run 
organisations in ways to help them develop, such 
as through networking events, grants/sponsorships 
and awards and recognition.

community projects and events

To strengthen our community voice through effective 
advocacy and discussion with stakeholders who impact 
the future of our community.

Our Community Priorities
1. Continue to strengthen the ability of the DCA 

to advocate for the community by increasing 
membership, volunteerism on the DCA Committee 
and Subcommittees and participation in DCA 
community engagement events.

2. Establish formal avenues for Dampier based clubs 
and groups to liaise and ally where applicable in 
matters concerning the Dampier Master Plan and 
other strategies and policies impacting Dampier.

3. Increase volunteerism across clubs and groups 
in Dampier to demonstrate willingness to help 
ourselves.

4. Develop and maintain strong relations with key 
stakeholders including Rio Tinto personnel, City of 
Karratha staff, Local Government Councillors and 
State and Federal Members of Parliament.

community voice 

                     
  OUR COMMUNITY GOALS
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Located in the Pilbara region of Western Australia, the town 
of Dampier is about a 20km drive north west of Karratha. 
Dampier is a picturesque coastal town situated alongside 
Hampton Harbour and offering an inviting beachfront with 
boat ramps, cafes, playgrounds and picnic & 
barbecue facilities, creating a popular destination for local 
families and visitors to the Pilbara coast. A desert climate which 
sees year round sunshine makes Dampier the perfect 
place for a range of marine and leisure activities.

Indigenous Australians have occupied the Dampier 
Archipelago and Burrup Peninsula for tens of 
thousands of years. Englishman, William Dampier, 
made the first recorded European visit to the 
archipelago in 1688, spending nine weeks on the North West 
WA coastline and returning to the area in 1699 when he named 
Rosemary Island.

Construction of the town of Dampier began in 1966 
as the residential hub associated with a port and iron ore 
processing centre for the then Hammersley Iron (now Rio 
Tinto). Over the past 50 years the town’s population has mostly 
comprised of people employed in mining and related industries. 
According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics 2016 Census, 
Dampier has a population of 1104 people, with 275 families, a 
median age of 35 and a median weekly family income of $3,507.00.

Right next door to Dampier is the Burrup Peninsula, home to 
both modern industry and ancient wonders. Located on the Burrup, 
the Murujuga National Park is an area of almost 5000 
hectares, encompassing part of the largest and most diverse 
collection of ancient petroglyphs (rock art) in the world. An 
all-access interpretive walking trail is located at the Deep 
Gorge site, whilst beautiful beaches such as Hearson Cove 
and Withnell Bay are accessible by road.

Dampier Port is the second largest bulk export port in 
the world, shipping iron ore, salt, liquified natural 
gas, anhydrous ammonia and a range of other cargo. 
Despite the high volumes of shipping and industrial activity 
that occurs in the area, the Dampier Archipelago has an 
extremely diverse marine ecosystem, with more than half 
of the 42 pristine islands classified as nature reserves.

Dampier has now entered the next phase for our town. Large 
land packages are being transferred from Rio Tinto to our local 
government, the City of Karratha. What began as a closed mining 
town is now becoming an open, diverse and progressive 
community, maintaining its unique history and laid 
back village feel, and looking towards a vibrant future.

Dampier’s Journey


